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CELEBRATE

Sunday, December 3, 2017
2 - 4 PM
PF Chang’s
390 W El Camino, Sunnyvale 94087

The Cupertino-Sunnyvale League is celebrating the Holiday
Season by sharing good wishes & great food and honoring two very
special members who are leaving the area. Marilyn Howard has
rendered valuable service over the years in many arenas as a Board
member and activist. Susan Hough has been our star Pro/Con
presenter and dedicated Board member. Join us for networking and
appetizers – and bring a friend!
Please let Elaine know if you plan to attend at
elaine.manley@comcast.net, so we order the correct amount of
food.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION: WHY IS IT
ESSENTIAL TO OUR COLLECTIVE FUTURE?
Monday, December 11
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
Mitchell Park Community Center
El Palo Alto Room
3700 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, 94307.
The speaker is Professor Deborah Stipek, a former Dean of the
Stanford University Graduate School of Education is presently the
Judy Koch Professor of Education in the Graduate School of
Education and the Faculty Director of the Haas Center for Public
Service at Stanford.
Cost $35 - send a check by 12/8 payable to LWVPA, 3921 E.
Bayshore Road, Palo Alto, CA 94303

Board Briefs

VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

At its November meeting your board:
We need you! To fulfill the League's mission to encourage the
informed and active participation of citizens in government it takes many
people with many different skills. If you want to make sure our democratic
processes stay strong, community engagement in government is effective,
and voter rights are protected, then please raise your hand to help. We are
looking for people who are willing to invest just a little time to help
deliver on our big mission.
Specifically are you:
Ÿ handy with Excel, familiar with Constant Contact or PayPal?
Ÿ strong in finance and/or bookkeeping?
Ÿ a good writer or public speaker?
Ÿ familiar with the use of social media, marketing, or graphics? or
Ÿ willing to research ballot measures?
If you can say yes to any of the above please do raise your hand. If
you want to simply learn more please raise your hand.
The League needs your help to start getting ready for the 2018
election season so please raise your hand and say “yes, count me in.” You
will meet and work with great people and feel really good about what you
contribute to your community. If you are interested, please email us letting
us know the best way to reach you and the skills you think may be of help.
You can contact us at: membership@lwvcs.org and use Raise Your Hand
in the subject line.
Housing update
The state and local government activity on affordable housing is at an
unprecedented level. The state has passed 15 bills in support of housing
and the city of San Jose has recently released a comprehensive housing
plan. Our League has been meeting with many housing focused NGO's
located in Santa Clara county to best understand how together we can have
the greatest impact. While this has been moving slowly, a plan is starting
to emerge and we hope to provide greater details shortly.
League in Action
The League educates, sometimes advocates, and sometimes endorses
local measures all of which we did in 2016 on County Measures A and B.
With both measures having passed and the Leagues of Santa Clara County
having put so much energy into each measure we wanted to do more. The
local Leagues decided we should now work to ensure the measures were
properly implemented, by encouraging our members to apply for the
Citizens' oversight committee associated with each measure. We are very
pleased to report that we now have a League member on each of the
Oversight committees. This speaks not only to the quality of our members
who applied but to the regard in which the League is held.
That is all for now, and please do raise your hand!

Ÿ Received a report from the Civil
Discourse Committee, which
recently learned about the Focused
Conversation Method. The
committee also did a well-received
session with the San Mateo League,
using the methodology from Martha
Cox .
Ÿ Learned the Annual Holiday Party
is on December 3 from 2-4 PM at
PF Chang’s in Sunnyvale. All
members are encouraged to attend
and to bring someone new to the
party.
Ÿ Voted to continue our membership
with the Cupertino Chamber for
2018.
Ÿ Heard that Susan Hough is retiring
from the League Board.

Membership
Thank you for including a donation
with your member renewal: Cheryl and
Bob Bartholomew.
Welcome new members: Adrienne
Friedman and Larry Klein

Take Care,
Tracey Edwards
Editor’s note:The president and vice president are now sharing the writing of the
President’s Message and will be alternating the job every other month.
December 2017
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STATE ROUTE 85 TRANSIT GUIDEWAY STUDY
COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS
LWV members recently attended one of three community workshops about the State Route 85 Transit Guideway
Study. The study, approved by voters with the passage of
the Measure B sales tax last November, will evaluate alternatives to reduce noise and traffic congestion within this
23.7 mile corridor. A projected $350 million will be available for these improvements, which will be collected over
the next 30 years.
The study covers the entire length of SR 85, and will
analyze whether there is enough physical space and funding
to build several potential improvements. It will also evaluate the construction costs, operating costs, and projected
ridership of these alternatives.
Options to manage traffic congestion.
At the meeting the Valley Transit Authority (VTA)
staff members gave a brief overview of the study. Under
consideration are “Express Lanes” — a modification of
HOV lanes (carpool lanes) to allow non-carpool vehicles to
purchase access to the express lane for a fee that varies
based on the level of congestion. Non-carpool vehicles
could only enter the express lane if travel speeds are higher
than 45 miles per hour. Another option is to construct addi-
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tional lanes of traffic. Each additional lane would allow SR
85 to handle an additional ~1,800 cars per hour at
maximum flow rate.
With regard to alternative/mass transit options, VTA
staff members pointed out a significant physical constraint.
Highway 85 consists of two sections: one north of 1-280 to
101 which is too narrow to accommodate mass transit
options (like light rail) and one south of 1-280 to Highway
87 which could include mass transit options in the median
strip.
Options for noise abatement.
VTA is undertaking a related study and pilot projects
to reduce noise. They have identified quieter pavement and
noise barrier treatments and intend to test these at five locations along Highway 85 with the goal of implementing the
most effective treatments throughout the corridor.
VTA is studying how people travel along the corridor
using data collected from mobile phones and employers
along SR 85. While that data will tell VTA where people
are going, it doesn't tell VTA what types of transit they
might be willing to use in this corridor. For the balance of
the workshop, participants were asked to visit several stations where they could
complete a mapping
exercise within the
Highway 85 corridor,
providing their ideas
and opinions on transit
options, and complete
a poll to gauge participant priorities
(reduction of green
house gases, moving
more people along the
corridor, increasing
travel speed, increasing
the number of transit
options). Participants
were also asked to
complete a more
detailed survey which
is available online for
all interested citizens at
short survey through
November 30, 2017.
Leslie Larson
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ON THE TABLE SV – NOVEMBER 15
On the Table SV brought together thousands of
people in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties to eat
and talk about our region's housing challenges. Silicon
Valley Community Foundation with the support of
other local foundations made the evening possible with
the intent of more creatively exploring what could be
done differently to create more housing. LWVCS
enthusiastically sponsored an event at Oren’s Hummus
where 12 members of the community had a very lively
and passionate discussion on the topic of housing.
As a back drop for the evening we reviewed some
stark facts:
Ÿ In the Valley from 2010 to 2014, 182,000 jobs
were created and only 16,000 housing units
were built,
Ÿ The median household income is $95,000 but it
takes an income of $126,000 to afford a two
bedroom apartment, and
Ÿ According to a 2017 poll, 40 percent of
respondents indicated they were likely to leave
the Bay Area in the next few years due to
housing costs.
Over the evening we discussed the very real
challenges facing the folks around the table and their
friends and colleagues. Some of things we heard
included:
Ÿ I have lived my whole life in this community
and I can’t afford to stay,
Ÿ I am a single parent and affordable housing is a
consistent worry,

Ÿ When I retire I will be forced to move out of
the area but my family and social network is all
local, and
Ÿ I would like to downsize my home but I can’t
afford what my new property tax bill will be.
These conversations led to an array of suggested
solutions including:
Ÿ Let me take my property tax base with me
when I downsize, and
Ÿ Get our city councils to be more public and
creative about housing solutions.
What was clear from the evening is housing is a
problem that will take the entire village to solve. So
please join the dialogue and let your voice be heard.
Last and very important we extend a big thank you
to our new member Jean Bedord for bringing several
friends. And big welcome aboard to Adrienne
Friedman as our newest member also in attendance.
Tracey Edwards

SAVE THE DATE
Bay Area League Day
Saturday, February 3, 2018, 9:30 AM to 2:00 PM
Topic: Bay Area Regional Governance- Winds of Change.
The Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) and Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) are
merging and there are many options for a combined organization being considered. The current agencies focus primarily
on housing, transportation and social equity. Questions are being asked such as: how much authority should the regional
agency have on local land use decisions; should the regional decision makers be appointed by other elected officials (as it
is now) or be directly elected; and how might this new regional agency relate to other governing bodies?

December 2017
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SUPERVISOR CORTESE SPEAKS ON COUNTY ISSUES
On 11/13/2017 Dave Cortese spoke to the Coordinators of the Sunnyvale Neighborhood Association. His presentation hit
on three important topics for Santa Clara County:
1. Immigration: Background fact: there are 21,000 DACA recipients in our county. Five days after Trump was
inaugurated, the President issued an executive order indicating that at the request of ICE local governments are to detain
immigrants in their jails at no cost to the federal government. If local governments refuse they could potentially lose
Federal funding which in the case of the County of Santa Clara could be as much as $1.7 billion dollars. This Executive
order has been challenged in court and found to be unconstitutional. The matter is still being appealed.*
2. Jail reform: We learned that jails are subject to American Disabilities Act and a high percentage of inmates are
diagnosed with mental illnesses. The County has been threatened with a lawsuit in order to force the County to implement
measures to accommodate these specific needs of inmates. One individual was recently ordered by a judge to go to jail so
he would have a bed one cold evening. Tragically he was murdered by 3 prison guards and the story became national news.
Currently 49% of inmates in SC county jail have a combination of drug/alcohol/mental health issues that are significant
and persistent. The Board of Supervisors is currently reviewing how to best serve the needs of this prisoner population.
3. Homelessness is an issue at many levels - city, county, state, and national. Supervisor Cortese believes Homelessness
is ultimately the responsibility of the County. The County has not built transitional housing as have other locations; e.g.
New York and Minneapolis. These cities have created transitional housing that helps people stabilize over a period of 90120 days. The transitional facilities help people to learn to live with a roommate or by themselves prior to moving to
permanent housing. Measure A, which passed Nov 2016, will provide $950M in bonds toward housing. A significant
portion of the bonds will be for ELI (extremely low income) individuals. An important goal of Measure A is to ensure that
the new ELI housing provides the supportive services to help people successfully transition from homelessness to having a
safe and healthy home.
Elaine Manley
*Editor’s note: On 11/20/2017, U.S. District Judge William Orrick III of San Francisco made permanent the injunction he issued in
April blocking enforcement of the executive order issued by President Trump.

Join the League of Women Voters
Voting membership in the League of Women Voters is open to all men and women 16 years of age and older. Others are
welcome to join the League as associate members.
Send your check payable to LWVCS to LWV Cupertino-Sunnyvale, P.O. Box 2923, Sunnyvale, CA 94087.
____ $70 Individual member

Name(s): ___________________________________________

____ $35 for each additional member in a household

Address: ___________________________________________

____ $35 Student

City: _________________________State: _____ZIP: _______

____ Contribution $__________________
Phone(s): __________________________

Email(s): ___________________________________________

Membership checks are made out to “LWVCS” and are not tax-deductible. Donations to “LWVCS” are also non-deductible.
To make a tax-deductible donation, write a separate check to “LWVC Education Fund.”
League of Women Voters of Cupertino-Sunnyvale
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WHO REPRESENTS YOU
UNITED STATES

NOVEMBER
Wed 29 7 – 9 PM How to Present Ballot Measures to Groups
1075 Hamshire Ct, Sunnyvale 94087
DECEMBER
Sun 3

2 - 4 PM Holiday Event
PF Chang’s
390 W El Camino, Sunnyvale 94087

Mon 4

7:30 PM

President Donald Trump
comments@whitehouse.gov
Senator Dianne Feinstein
senator@feinstein.senate.gov
Senator Kamala Harris
www.harris.senate.gov
Congressman Ro Khanna
www.khanna.house.gov
Congresswoman Anna Eshoo
www.eshoo.house.gov

202-456-1414
415-393-0707
213-894-5000
408-436-2720
650-323-2984

CALIFORNIA

Board Meeting
Sunnyvale Toyota
898 W. El Camino Real, Sunnyvale

Mon 11 11:30 – 1 Early Childhood Education
Mitchell Park Community Center, El Palo Alto Room
3700 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, 94307.

Governor Jerry Brown
916-445-2841
governor@governor.ca.gov
Senator Jim Beall
408-286-8318
senator.beall@senate.ca.gov
Senator Jerry Hill
650-212-3313
senator.hill@senate.ca.gov
Assemblyman Evan Low
408-371-2802
assemblyman.low@assembly.ca.gov
Assemblyman Marc Berman
650-691-2121
assemblyman.berman@assembly.ca.gov

SANTA CLARA COUNTY

Permission is granted to reprint any part of this newsletter with credit to the League
of Women Voters of Cupertino-Sunnyvale.

Supervisor Dave Cortese
dave.cortese@bos.sccgov.org
Supervisor Joe Simitian
joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org

408-299-5030
408-299-5050

The LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in
government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

FIRST CLASS
League of Women Voters
of Cupertino-Sunnyvale
P.O. Box 2923
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