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LAND U S E  & PL ANNI NG  
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Am en ded: 2 0 0 1 

 
 
 

- P O S I T I O N  I N  B R I E F  – 
 

Support a comprehensive, long-range general plan, w ith a d ef ined  personnel structure f or 
planning and  implementation.  T he personnel structure should  b e composed  of  a w ell-q ualif ied  
planning staf f  w ith specif ied  authority , a planning commission composed  of  people of  d iverse 
occupations and  interests, and  ad  hoc citiz en ad visory  committees.  
Support implementation of  the general plan’ s land  use through ef f ective z oning. T he general plan 
and  z oning ord inances should  ref lect current input b y  citiz ens and  the city  council through open 
hearings. T hey  should  b e strictly  ad hered  to and  period ically  review ed .  
Support architectural control, planned  unit d evelopment, und erground  utilities in new  
construction, and  control of  signs and  b illb oard s. 
Support the concept of  a county w id e planning agency  and  a county w id e z oning language. 
 

 
 

– F U L L  P O S I T I O N  – 
 
A .  G e n e r a l  P l a n   

A  city  should  have a general plan, a w ritten policy  statement of  the phy sical d evelopment of  
the city , w hich tak es into account social and  economic goals. A n ef f ective general plan 
should  have the f ollow ing characteristics:  
1 . general, comprehensive, and  long-range 
2 . b ased  on current economic and  land  use stud ies 
3 . goals agreed  upon b y  citiz ens and  the city  council 
4. clear, concise, read ily  availab le, and  meaningf ul to the ord inary  citiz en 
5 . used  as an ed ucational d ocument as w ell as a guid e to the city ' s grow th 
6 . period ically  review ed  
7. ad hered  to once ad opted  

 
B .  P l a n n i n g  

1 .   T he P lanning D irector should  b e a prof essional planner, q ualif ied  b y  a d egree in 
planning and  ex perience in the f ield . A b ilities as an ad ministrator and  in pub lic relations 
are particularly  important.   

2 .   T he P lanning C ommission should  b e composed  of  q ualif ied  persons of  d iverse 
occupations and  interests w ho represent a cross-section of  the community .  I t ad vises the 
city  council and  has responsib ilities f or the mechanics of  z oning and  f or pub lic ed ucation.  
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3 .  T he P lanning D epartment should  have specif ied  authority  in z oning matters. D ecisions on 
f inal appeals should  b e mad e b y  the city  council. T he planning d epartment should  have 
ex pertise in b oth architecture and  land scape architecture. 

4 .    C itiz en A d visory  C ommittees should  b e b road ly  b ased  and  estab lished  on an ad  hoc 
b asis f or a specif ic planning issue. T hey  inf orm d ecision-mak ing b od ies of  d iverse view s 
and  involve more citiz ens in the planning process. 

5 .   C ounty w id e P lanning b y  an ef f ective governmental planning agency  is essential. 
6 .  A rchitectural C ontrol in some f orm is strongly  f avored .  

 

C   Z o n i n g . 
Z oning is necessary  in our society  to protect ind ivid ual rights as w ell as to promote the 
common good . 
1 . Z onin g  O rd inances should  implement the policies in the general plan, b ut the ord inances 

should  not b e incorporated  into the general plan. 
2 .  C itiz ens should  b e notif ied  of  pub lic hearings on z oning. N eighb orhood  citiz en aw areness 

and  participation in the planning process should  b e f acilitated .   
3 . P eriod ic R eview  and  revision of  the z oning ord inance should  occur at least every  f ive 

y ears. Z oning ord inances should  ref lect actual z oning practices and  incorporate new  id eas 
in planning. M aps and  tex ts should  b e read ily  availab le. 

4. C ounty w id e Z oning L anguage should  b e used . 
5 . Signs and  B illb oard s should  b e controlled  b y  z oning ord inance. 
6 . P lanned  U nit D evelopments ( P U D s)  f or resid ential, commercial and  ind ustrial uses are 

strongly  supported .  P U D s may  have mix ed  uses and  increased  d ensities, as long as 
controls are strictly  applied  and  d ensities are consistent w ith availab le services such as 
road s, sew ers and  schools. 

7 . U nd erground ing of  U tilities should  occur f or all new  construction. W orn out utilities in 
all ty pes of  d evelopments should  b e replaced  b y  und erground  utilities w hen f easib le. 


